BIBLICAL STUDIES (MTh)
58V640E2

Qualifications for entry: Candidates must normally have a good upper-second or first class honours degree in Divinity, Theology, Religious Studies or the equivalent.

Duration:  12 months full-time or 24 months part-time.

Aims:  Students will explore the form and substance of the Christian bible, the development of biblical theology, as well as study the sources, norms and methods by which contemporary biblical studies is pursued.  An end in its own right, the degree also aims to prepare students for further advanced research.

Content:  The components of the degree are:

· Research training:
DR502H Dissertation Colloquium (30 credit points) 
Or, alternatively a fourth elective module (30 credit points; or two 15-credit modules) to be chosen from the list below.
· Three further courses (or more, if 15-credit modules) from electives in biblical studies to be chosen from the following:  (90  credits)
DR502V Jewish History and Culture (30 credit points)

DR502M The Historical Figure of Jesus of Nazareth (30 credit points)

DR503F The Emergence of Christology (30 credit points)

DR502X/DR552X Special Subject (30 credit points)

DR4043/DR4543 Senior Honours Special Subject (30 credit points)

Of these, 30 credit points may be chosen from the following:

DR2056 Hebrew Language 3 (15 credit points)

DR2556 Hebrew Language 4 (15 credit points)

DR2055 Reading NT Greek 1 (15 credit points)

DR2555 Reading NT Greek 2 (15 credit points)

DR301L Comparative Semitic Linguistics (15 credit points)

DR301D The Gospel and Letters of John  (15 credit points)

DR351S Jewish Interpretation of the Hebrew Bible (15 credit points)

DR301B End is Near: Apocalyptic in the NT (15 credit points)

DR351G Luke-Acts (15 credit points)

DR351B The Jewish Environment of the New Testament (15 credit points)

DR4083 Recovering the Historical Jesus (not to be chosen together with DR502M) (30 credit points)

DR4091 The Origins of Christology (not to be chosen together with DR50??) (30 credit points)

DR501U Theology of Karl Barth (30 credit points)

DR501V The Christian Doctrine of God (30 credit points)

DR551X Systematic Theology since the Enlightenment (30 credit points)

DR501Q Great Thinkers in Theological Ethics (30 credit points)

DR502B Pastoral Care and Counselling (30 credit points)

DR501P Exploring Spirituality, Health and Healing (30 credit points)

DR502T Creation and Christian Ethics (30 credit points)

DR552N Justice, Reconciliation and the Ministry of the Church (30 credit points)

DR5XXX (entire year) Readings in Systematic Theology (30 credit points)

· DR552G Dissertation (60 credit points)

Regular participation in the staff and postgraduate research seminars that run during the academic session is integral to the degree programme.

Assessment:  Students must acquire 180 credit points over the course of the year.  Assessment is by course work, by written examination, or by a combination of these, as prescribed for each course.  Appropriate personal supervision is arranged for the dissertation.  The degree of MTh shall not be awarded to candidates who fail to complete the dissertation at an appropriate standard, irrespective of their performance in other courses.  Such candidates may, at the discretion of the Examiners, be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma or Certificate.

