DIPLOMA IN PASTORAL STUDIES AND APPLIED THEOLOGY (DPS)
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Qualifications for entry:  All candidates for the DPS must, before being admitted, satisfy such conditions of admission to the Diploma programme as may be in force at the time of their admission.  Candidates shall not be admitted unless they have attended as full-time students, for at least three sessions, courses qualifying for graduation in Divinity in a Scottish University or school of theology elsewhere recognised for this purpose by the Senatus Academicus on the recommendation of the Academic Standards Committee (Postgraduate), or possess such other qualifications as may be approved for this purpose by the Senatus Academicus on the recommendation of the Academic Standards Committee (Postgraduate).

Duration: The course of study for the DPS shall extend over one of the following periods:

(a) one academic session of full-time study; or
(b) not less than 18 months of part-time study which shall, in the opinion of the Academic Standards Committee (Postgraduate), be substantially equivalent to the period of full-time study prescribed under (a) above; or
(c) a combination of a period of full-time study and a period of part-time study which shall together cover a period of not less than 15 months and shall, in the opinion of the Academic Standards Committee (Postgraduate), be substantially equivalent to the period of full-time study prescribed under (a) above.

Content:  The courses qualifying for the DPS shall include the following:

Three courses drawn from the curriculum of the Practical Theology and Christian Ethics MTh, plus one other Level 5 course offered by the School of Divinity, History & Philosophy, exclusive of the dissertation course as agreed between the candidate and the Programme Co-ordinator.  Candidates shall normally undertake not less than four weeks of supervised practical work under arrangements to be approved by their Academic Director.  This fieldwork course is accredited (40 credit points).  In certain cases candidates may be allowed to submit a written project in place of practical work.  Candidates shall be required to pass the assessment related to each course.

Assessment:  Candidates shall be examined by written papers or continuing assessment at the end of each half-session on the courses attended during that session and will also be required to submit prescribed written course work.  Candidates shall not be admitted to any examination unless they have regularly attended the prescribed courses of instruction and practical work and duly performed the work appointed, including work in the vacation.
