DEGREE OF MASTER OF LETTERS
MEDIEVAL STUDIES (MLitt/PgDip with a view to transfer to MLitt)
91V101A2/92V101VX

Qualifications for entry:  Candidates must normally possess an Honours degree of at least II(i) level (or recognised equivalent).

Duration:  12 months full-time or 24 months part-time (MLitt); 9 months full-time or 18 months part-time (PgDip).

Aims:  To provide integrated but flexible training at postgraduate level in Medieval Studies, through an interdisciplinary taught programme of courses.

Content:  Candidates are required to take courses from Part I, Part II and Part III and then proceed, if eligible, to the dissertation, which constitutes Part IV.  All candidates must take at least 20 credit points from Part I, at least 60 credit points from Part II and at least 20 credit points from Part III taking care to ensure that their credit points total 120 by the end of teaching period.

The following levels and exit points are available:-

· PgDip – acquisition of 120 credit points through completion of taught courses

· MLitt – acquisition of 180 credit points through completion of taught courses (120 credit points) followed by the dissertation of 15,000 words (60 credit points)

Eligible candidates can apply to transfer to the PhD programmes in participating departments upon successful completion of the Master’s degree.

Part I:  Candidates must follow courses from the list below to a value of at least 30 credit points, including HI 5029:
EL 5010
Research Methods in Language and Linguistics (10 credit points)

HA 5001
Research Skills for Art Historians (10 credit points)

HI 5001
Introduction to Historical Research (10 credit points)

HI 5029
Medieval Texts and Manuscripts (20 credit points)

Part II:  Candidates must follow courses from the list below to a value of at least 60 credit points.  Additional devices may be available.  Unless prior proficiency can be demonstrated, HI 5005 (Basic Latin), HI 5503 (Intermediate Latin), and HI 5020 (Vernacular Palaeography) are compulsory.  In addition, HI 5529 (Medieval Dissertation I) is compulsory for students intending to take the Part IV course HI 5903 (Medieval Dissertation II):

CE 5005
Celtic Research Seminar (10 credit points)

CE 5513
Reading Celtic 1 (20 credit points)

CE 5514
Reading Celtic 2 (20 credit points)

CE 5515
The Mabinogion (20 credit points)

EL 5011
Dialects of English: Historical (10 credit points)

FR 5006
Reading Medieval French (10 credit points)

HI 5005
Basic Latin for Historians (20 credit points)

HI 5020
Vernacular Palaeography (10 credit points)

HI 5503
Intermediate Latin for Historians (20 credit points)

HI 5504
Statistical Analysis for Historians (10 credit points)

HI 5506
Sources and Methodologies for the History of Medicine (10 credit points)

HI 5521
Latin Palaeography (10 credit points)

HI 5529
Medieval Dissertation I: Sources & Source Criticism (10 credit points)

Part III:  Candidates must follow courses from the list below to a value of at least 20 credit points:

FR 5507
Courtly Love in Medieval French Literature (10 credit points)

FR 5509
The Crusades in Medieval French Literature (10 credit points)

HA 5506
Romanesque Illuminated Manuscripts (20 credit points)

HA 5507
Art and Evidence in Medieval Italy (20 credit points)

HI 5038/HI 5538
Britain and Ireland in an Age of Migration, 300-600 (20 credit points)

HI 5042/HI 5542
The Gaelic Connection in Icelandic Sagas (20 credit points)

HI 5530
Canon Law and Lawyers in the Middle Ages (20 credit points)

Only candidates who complete the programme of courses in Parts I, II and III at an appropriate standard will be allowed to progress to Part IV.  Candidates who fail to achieve the standard for progression to, or who elect not to proceed to Part IV, shall be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if they have achieved the appropriate number of credits for that award.

Part IV (MLitt only):  

HI 5903
Medieval Dissertation II: Research & Writing (60 credit points)

Assessment:  By course work, by written examination, or by a combination of these, as prescribed for each course.  Candidates who proceed to Part IV will be required to submit a dissertation on a topic agreed in advance with their supervisor.  The degree of MLitt shall not be awarded to a candidate who fails to achieve a CAS mark of 9 in Medieval Dissertation II, irrespective of their performance in other courses. 

A Programme Monitoring Committee will scrutinise students’ essay marks and adjudicate on their eligibility to proceed to the dissertation, which reference to their overall abilities, particularly in their primary research field.

