Entry to Ministry and to Religious Education Teaching

A degree in Divinity offers entry to a wide range of professions and is a recognised qualification for those intending to enter the ministry in many branches of the Christian church or to enter the teaching profession as teachers of religious education.

Students intending to enter the ministry are recommended to consult their denominational authorities in order that they may follow the most appropriate course of study.  Every effort will be made to enable students to fulfil denominational requirements during their period of study in Aberdeen.

Intending ordinands in the Church of Scotland should apply to the Secretary to Committee on Education for the Ministry, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN, but may also wish to consult the Master of Christ’s College, 25 High Street, Old Aberdeen, AB24 5EE.

Accepted candidates for the ministry of the Church of Scotland must ensure that their choice of courses is acceptable to the local liaison committee.

Supplementary Regulations for the Degree of Bachelor of Divinity (BD)

1.
The degree of Bachelor of Divinity (BD) may be conferred either as the non-Honours Degree of BD or as the Degree of BD with Honours.  It shall not be conferred honoris causa tantum.
2.
Unless granted exemption by the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate), candidates for the non-Honours degree must attend for not less than three sessions of full-time study or the equivalent and candidates for the Honours degree for not less than four sessions of full-time study or the equivalent.  However, candidates for the Honours degree who hold a degree recognised by the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate) or qualifications approved for this purpose by the Senatus Academicus and are thereafter accepted onto an Honours programme will normally be accorded 60 credit points of recognition for study completed prior to entry, and be exempted from one session of full-time study or the equivalent.

3.
Candidates for the four-year degree must attend for not less than three sessions in the University of Aberdeen and candidates for the three-year degree must attend for not less than two sessions in the University of Aberdeen.  Candidates must normally attend qualifying courses in the University of Aberdeen during the whole of the final session of their study.

4.
All candidates must include in their programme the courses contained in one of the individual programme prescriptions annexed to these regulations.

5.
Candidates shall not normally be admitted to any Level 3 course unless they have previously obtained 200 credit points.  Only under exceptional circumstances may the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate), on the recommendation of the Head of the School, exempt candidates from this requirement.  Admission to all courses at Level 3 and 4 is with the prior permission of the Head of School on the advice of the course co-ordinator.

6.
Candidates for the non-Honours degree, irrespective of duration, must obtain at least 360 credit points including at least 60 credit points at Level 3 or above.  At least 330 of the 360 credit points must be from courses within Divinity and Religious Studies.  The Head of School’s approval must be obtained for courses taken from outwith Divinity and Religious Studies.

HONOURS DEGREE

7.
Candidates for the Honours Degree must in all cases achieve by award or recognition a total of 480 credit points.  Candidates who under Regulation 2 have been granted exemption from one session of study may count 60 credit points of recognition for study completed prior to entry towards this total of 480.  Candidates granted such a recognition must obtain not fewer than 180 credit points at level 3 or above; candidates not granted such recognition must obtain at least 240 credit points at level 3 or above.  The total of credits required at level 3 or above must in all cases include at least 90 credit points at level 4, and may not include more than 30 credit points from courses outwith Divinity and Religious Studies.  The permission of the Head of School must be obtained for courses taken from outwith Divinity and Religious Studies.

8.
Candidates shall not be admitted to the Honours programme unless they have secured the approval of the Head of School; candidates in the Honours programme may register for additional courses only after consultation with the Head of School.


Supplementary Regulations for the


Degree of Bachelor of Theology (BTh)
1.
The degree of Bachelor of Theology (BTh) may be conferred either as the Degree of BTh or as the Degree of BTh with Honours.  It shall not be conferred honoris causa tantum.  Candidates who in addition have completed satisfactorily a programme of courses at Levels 1 to 3 in French, Gaelic, German or Spanish language as prescribed in Section 3 of the Schedule of Courses annexed to these regulations may be awarded the degree with French or Gaelic or German or Spanish, as appropriate.

2.
Unless granted exemption by the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate), candidates shall attend for not less than three sessions of study for the Degree, and not less than four sessions of study for the Degree with Honours.

3.
Candidates for the Degree must obtain not fewer than 360 credit points.  Candidates enrolling during or after 2003/04 must achieve a minimum of 60 credit points from level 3.  Candidates for the Degree with Honours must obtain not fewer than 480 credit points including at least 90 at level 4.

4. The minimum 360 credit points for the Degree must include credit points from those courses prescribed in Section 1 of the Schedule of Courses annexed to these regulations.

5.
Candidates shall not normally be admitted to any Level 3 course unless they have previously obtained 200 credit points.  Only under exceptional circumstances may the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate), on the recommendation of the Head of School, exempt candidates from this requirement.

6.
The minimum 480 credit points for the degree with Honours must include credits from those courses prescribed in Section 2 of the Schedule of Courses annexed to these regulations.

Notes:
(1)
Admission to all courses at Level 3 and 4 is with the prior permission of the Head of School on the advice of the Course Co-ordinator.




(2)
Candidates shall normally offer a dissertation in their final year of study.

7.
Candidates shall not normally be admitted to the Honours programme unless they have previously obtained 240 credit points from courses at Levels 1 and 2.  Only under exceptional circumstances may the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate), on the recommendation of the Head of School, exempt candidates from this requirement.

8. Candidates shall not be admitted to the Honours programme unless they have secured the approval of the Head of School; candidates in the Honours programme may register for additional courses only after consultation with the Head of that School.

Annex

Schedule of Courses

1
The minimum 360 credit points for the Degree must include:

(a) 120 credit points at Level 1 including:  DR 1025 or DR 1532; DR 1026 or DR 1527; DR 1027; DR 1028; DR 1529 or DR 1531.  Except with the permission of the ASC (UG) these courses must be taken in the first year of study.

(b) 240 credit points at Levels 2 and 3 including:  (i) one of DR 2031, DR 2032, DR 2532, DR 2533; (ii) one of DR 2021, DR 2022, DR 2522, DR 2523; (iii) DR 2020 or DR 2530; (iv) DR 2030 or DR 2531.  Where possible the Level 2 courses should be taken in the second year of study, to avoid potential timetable clashes.

(c) Save as provided by 3 below, not more than 100 credit points in subjects outwith the Divinity and Religious Studies.


For the list of KL-coded courses which may be submitted in a graduating curriculum for the DR-coded courses stipulated above, see the Centre for Lifelong Learning section of the University Calendar.

2
The minimum 480 credit points for the degree with Honours must include:

(a) 120 credit points at Level 1 including: those courses required under 1.1(a).  Except with the permission of the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate) these courses must be taken in the first year of study.

(b) 120 credit points at Level 2 including at least 60 credit points from those courses required under 1.1(b).  Except with the permission of the Academic Standards Committee (Undergraduate) these courses must be taken in the second year of study.

(c) 240 credit points at Level 3 or above, including at least 90 credit points at Level 4.  At least 180 of the 240 credit points must be within Divinity and Religious Studies, and must include either DR 4044 or DR 4544.  The Head of School’s approval must be obtained for courses taken outwith the School.

(d) Not more than 100 credit points at Levels 1-2 in subjects outwith Divinity and Religious Studies.

3
Candidates who in addition have completed satisfactorily a programme of courses at Levels 1 to 3 in French, Gaelic, German or Spanish language as prescribed in the Schedule of Additional Requirements below, and who have obtained not more than 120 credit points in subjects outwith Divinity and Religious Studies, may be awarded the Degree of BTh with French or Gaelic or German or Spanish, as appropriate.

SCHEDULE OF ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

(i) For the Degree of BTh with French
FR 1006 or FR 1007; FR 1506 or FR 1507; FR 2001 or FR 2002; FR 2501 or FR 2502; FR 3003

(ii) For the Degree of BTh with Gaelic
GH 1001 or GH 1002 or GH 1003; GH 1501 or GH 1502 or GH 1503;GH 2001 or GH 2002 or GH 2003; GH 2501 or GH 2502 or GH 2503; one course at level 3 Gaelic.

(iii) For the Degree of BTh with German
GM 1030 or GM 1032; GM 1530 or GM 1532; GM 2030 or GM 2032; GM 2530 or GM 2532; GM 3050

(iv) For the Degree of BTh with Spanish

SP 1017 or SP 1018; SP 1517 or SP 1518; SP 2018 or SP 2019; SP 2518; SP 3083


Level 2 courses in French, Gaelic, German or Spanish must normally be taken in the second year of study.

and subject to approval of Advisers of Studies. 


