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Outline

• Three vignettes

• Local: Decline in HIV-related mortality in the Hlabisa health sub-district in 
rural northern KwaZulu-Natal

• National: South Africa – Ministerial Committee on Mortality and Morbidity 
in Children

• International: INDEPTH Verbal Autopsy Data Sharing



HIV-related Mortality Decline in northern KwaZulu-Natal - 1
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HIV-related Mortality Decline in northern KwaZulu-Natal - 2
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Local Impact
• Anne Case & Anu Garrib & Alicia Menendez & Analia Olgiati, 2013. "Paying the 

Piper: The High Cost of Funerals in South Africa," Economic Development and 
Cultural Change, University of Chicago Press, vol. 62(1), pages 1 – 20

• on average, households spend the equivalent of a year’s income for an adult's funeral, 
measured at median per capita African (Black) income.

• Approximately one-quarter of all individuals had some form of insurance, which helped 
surviving household members defray some fraction of funeral expenses. However, an 
equal fraction of households borrowed money to pay for the funeral



Mortality decline re-stated
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Child Mortality - Ministerial Committee on Mortality and Morbidity in Children
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Cause of Death by Place of Death
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01.01 Sepsis (non-obstetric) 01.02 Acute resp infect incl pneumonia 01.03 HIV/AIDS related death 01.04 Diarrhoeal diseases
01.05 Malaria 01.06 Measles 01.07 Meningitis and encephalitis 01.09 Pulmonary tuberculosis
01.10 Pertussis 01.99 Other and unspecified infect dis 02.99 Other and unspecified neoplasms 03.02 Severe malnutrition
03.03 Diabetes mellitus 04.99 Other and unspecified cardiac dis 05.02 Asthma 06.01 Acute abdomen
08.01 Epilepsy 10.01 Prematurity 10.02 Birth asphyxia 10.03 Neonatal pneumonia
10.04 Neonatal sepsis 10.06 Congenital malformation 10.99 Other and unspecified neonatal CoD 12.01 Road traffic accident
12.03 Accid fall 12.04 Accid drowning and submersion 12.05 Accid expos to smoke fire & flame 12.06 Contact with venomous plant/animal
12.07 Accid poisoning & noxious subs 12.08 Intentional self-harm 12.09 Assault 12.99 Other and unspecified external CoD
99 Cause of death unknown



INDEPTH Data Repository Downloads
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INDEPTH Network Cause-Specific Mortality

• Most popular download – 320 downloads to date
• User feedback – age categories in dataset inflexible

• Solution – link to individual level micro-data
• Individual identity disclosure risk – revealing date of birth and date of death
• Risk manifests itself at local community level
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