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Global Congress on Verbal Autopsy
Bali, Indonesia, February 2011

Automated methods perform as well  as, 
and often better  than physicians in 
determining cause of death from VA. They 
are also quicker, cheaper and more 
consistent.
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MIVA – Mobile InterVA
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The Open History 



Ethical Issues

Privacy, consent, expectations, data use, regulation…
Research vs. routine implementation?
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Emotional distress
Varies by age
Repeated exposure to VA

Honour, shame & blame
Confidentiality?

Guilt & regret
Impact on data quality

Expectations of info., advice & 
service response

Ethical Issues

“Through people like you we can learn about our child’s death so that the 
same thing isn’t repeated for the next child”     Female  FGD, neonatal death

“The cause of death given is useless because the person is already dead”     
Female  GI, child death
“If the hospital and the technology say different things then people will be in 
confusion, they will be in tension (stressed)” Male GI, adult death

“if it tells us three reasons then we will think that this technology is 
fraudulent. People will stop believing in it” Male FGD, adult death



Emerging Challenges
• Legal issues
• New contexts
• Security

– Phone interviews?
• Co-ordination to avoid repeat interviews



Mobile VAs are…

• Feasible 

• The most likely solution to cost-effective scale-up

• A new opportunity for timely health service 
response and public health intervention

• Starting to happen…so key ethical and 
operational issues need urgent attention
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