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Wednesday 21 October 2020, 1 pm
Hans Hönes (History of Art, University of Aberdeen)
[bookmark: _GoBack]In cooperation with the History of Art seminar series.
Aesthetic Hypotheses. Winckelmann in the museum (c. 1761)

Wednesday 4 November 2020, 5 pm 
Michael Tworek (Harvard and Vancouver)
A (Dis)entangled History of Early Modern Cannibalism: Theory and Practice in Global History
This presentation explores the history of cannibalism as both a disputed anthropophagic practice and a cultural reference point across the early modern world. Through a rich multi-lingual and visual source base, I trace how the reception of Indigenous Tapuya endo-cannibalism in Brazil travelled across the Atlantic through Europe and Africa to East Asia. The idea of Tapuya cannibalism crossed some linguistic borders, stopped at others, and interacted unevenly with ideas about “cannibal countries” in Polish, Ottoman, west African, Arabic, and Chinese sources. This trajectory challenges the historiographical consensus that places European conquest at the centre of discourse around cannibalism. By tracing how this discourse did and did not travel around the globe (with a special emphasis on the experience of Polish travellers), this presentation offers a concrete approach to writing about an early modern world characterized by intermittent connectedness. I suggest that such an approach, dubbed here (dis)entangled history, can bridge the artificial historiographical divide between those arguing for histories of global connections and those pushing for histories of disintegration.

Wednesday 25 November 2020, 1pm
Bradford Bow (History/RIISS, University of Aberdeen)
The Wise Club in the Aberdeen Enlightenment

Wednesday 9 December 2020,  1 pm
Bill Naphy (History, University of Aberdeen)
In cooperation with the Centre for the History of Philosophy of Science, Technology and Medicine (CHPSTM)
Expert and Forensic Witnesses in Genevan Trials, c. 1540-1640
This talk will look at the critical role of experts in certain categories of Genevan trials.  For most of the first century after the Reformation, trials which involved accusations of sexual assault or rape involved testimony by physicians, barber-surgeons, and midwives.  The paper will consider the role of their testimony in the trial process.  In particular, it will discuss the role of midwives and the apparent position of ‘city midwive(s)’ that is, a handful of midwives who were regularly asked for their expert testimony in these types of trial.  There will also be some consideration of the less frequent involvement of lawyers as experts in some trials.  In particular, the paper will consider the power and impact of the testimony of the experts on the trials and of their written reports as critical evidence in reaching a verdict.
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