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Suggested activities with flowers and petals

Art and craft
· Flowers prints – dip flowers in paint, and use them to make prints.
· Leaf rubbings – put a flower or petal under a piece of paper, and rub the paper with a crayon.
· Use flowers as paint brushes.
· Make an Easter wreath. – get the children to collect flowers, petals, leaves and twigs. Cut out the centre of a paper plate, and have the children paint the plate rim green. Once it is dry, glue on the collected items
· Flower pressing - Collect flowers from outside. Place flowers between two sheets of newspaper, and put inside a heavy book. Leave for 2 weeks to dry.
· Flower suncatcher – put some cling film on a plate. Smooth it out as much as you can. Cover with a layer of PVA glue (use a brush to spread it out). Place flowers collected from outside over the glue (the best flowers to use are small flattish ones such as primroses, buttercups, daisies and forget-me-nots or individual petals form bigger flowers). Cover the flowers with another layer of PVA glue. Set aside and leave to dry completely. This may take a couple of days. Once totally dry, hang up in a window.
· Flower rainbow sensory bottles – collect flowers of different colours. Put them in a bottle with a screw top lid. Add glitter or beads if desired. Fill the bottle to the top with water, and screw on the lid tightly. If necessary add tape around the lid of the bottle to prevent leaks. Shake. Different effects can be achieved by changing the components in the bottles. You could have all the rainbow colours in each bottle or make lots of different bottles each with a different individual colour in.
Science and Maths 
· Have children collect different types of flowers from outside (make sure they know which ones they are allowed to pick). Ask them to group them. Can they group them by colour, shape, size, number of petals? Can they make a graph of their results?
· Collect flowers from outside. Ask the children to line them up from smallest to biggest.
· Have a flower race across the table by blowing on a dry petal with a straw.
· Set out a selection of flowers with two of each type. Ask the children to find the matching pairs.
· Collect flowers of different shapes. Trace around them onto paper. Place the flowers next to the paper, and ask the child to place the appropriate flower over the tracing.
Games and snacks
· Make a flower fishing game by making a fishing rod from a wooden spoon and some string with a magnet attached to the end. Attach a paper clip to each flower (either paper ones or preserved real ones), and ask the children to catch certain flowers with their fishing rods.
· Flower cookies – use flower shaped cutters to make biscuits with the children. Once baked decorate them with coloured icing.
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