HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (MRes/PgDip/PgCert)
91L81UH9/92L81PVX/93L81PVZ

Qualifications for entry:  A minimum of 2.2 or above, or equivalent in Geography or another cognate discipline (such as Sociology, Economics, Land Economy, Planning, Chartered Surveying).  Prospective students must also gain approval for a short research proposal prior to their acceptance on this programme.

Duration:  12 months full-time (MRes); 9 months full-time (PgDip).

Content:  Candidates shall be required to attend the following designated programme of courses:

Core courses

*LE 5015
Research Strategies and Professional Development in Land Economy and Geography (30 credit points)

SL 5006
Research Skills Workshop (15 credit points)

SL 5007
Methods and Methodology (15 credit points)

SL 5507
Approaches to Analysis (15 credit points)

SL 5508 
Seminar (15 credit points)

Elective courses

*GG 5009
Using, creating and analysing data sets: quantitative research techniques (15 credit points); and/or
*GG 5010
Understanding the Subject: qualitative research strategies (15 credit points); or one of:
GG 5018/GG 5807
Geospatial Data Acquisition and Image Processing (15 credit points)

GG 5019
Geographical Information Systems and Geospatial Data Analysis (15 credit points)

* courses extending over the full session

Dissertation Stage (MRes only)
GG 5505
Dissertation in Human Geography (60 credit points)

Assessment:  By course work, by written examination or by a combination of these, as prescribed for each course, and by submission of a dissertation.  The award of a Master of Research in Human Geography is normally provisional on a pass in all taught modules on the programme with a mark of 12 or above on the CAS constituting three quarters of the total assessment for the taught modules and a pass in the dissertation.  Students who do not achieve the above criteria will be considered for the award of a Diploma of Research in Human Geography if they have obtained the appropriate number of credits for that award.  Progression to the PhD programme is normally provisional on a pass in all taught modules on the programme with a mark of 12 or above on the CAS constituting three quarters of the total assessment and a mark of 12 or above in the dissertation.  Diploma students will not be admitted to the PhD programme.

Notes:  (i) Research Council funded students on the 1+3 mode of funding will complete the Master of Research in Human Geography in year 1 of the 1+3.  Successful completion of the Master of Research in Human Geography is required for progression to the +3 PhD.

(ii) Students registered for a 3-year full-time research degree (those who have not received Research Council funding and/or have not previously completed a research training Master’s degree) may not graduate with both a Master of Research in Human Geography and a PhD.  Successful Master of Research in Human Geography candidates will progress directly to year 2 of the PhD programme.  If for any reason students in years 2 or 3 of their doctoral studies decide to withdraw from the University of Aberdeen they may be awarded the degree of Master of Research in Human Geography providing that they satisfied the criteria for the award of the Master of Research.

