HIMALAYAN ETHNOBOTANY (MSc/PgDip)
57L620B1/61L620VX

Qualification for entry:  Candidates must normally have an Honours degree to at least 2.1 standard in an appropriate discipline or equivalent qualification and experience.

Duration:  12 months full-time for entry in the first half-session.  It is possible to join the course in the second half-session, but approval to undertake the dissertation can only be granted after completion of all course work.  The programme for spring entrants thus requires 18 months to complete.  Part-time study is also available.

Content:
First Half-session

AT 5001
Research Methods (20 credit points)

DR 5090
Himalayan Studies I (20 credit points)

Plus an additional course (20 credit points) to be chosen from a list available from the course co-ordinator – HI 5040 Scotland and the British Empire in the East is recommended.

Second Half-session

DR 5590
Himalayan Studies II (20 credit points)

DR 5901
Field Methods in Ethnobotany (20 credit points) This is an intensive four-week workshop taught at the Edinburgh Botanic Gardens, using their herbarium and collections.

A choice from one of the following two courses:

DR 5575
Introduction to Modern Nepali (20 credit points)

DR 5576
Introduction to Modern Tibetan (20 credit points)

Only candidates who have completed the coursework to an appropriate standard will be allowed to progress to the dissertation.  Candidates who fail to achieve the standard for progression to, or who elect not to proceed to, the dissertation, may be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if they have achieved an appropriate standard for that award.

Dissertation

DR 5516
Dissertation (60 credit points)

The dissertation is a substantial piece of original research, no more than 20,000 words.

Assessment:  The taught courses will be assessed by course work, by written examination, or by a combination of these as prescribed for each course.  The dissertation course will be assessed by submission of the dissertation.  An oral examination may be held at the discretion of the Examiners.  The degree of MSc shall not be awarded to candidates who fail to achieve a CAS mark of 9 or above in the dissertation at an appropriate standard, irrespective of their performance in other courses.
