LABORATORY RESEARCH METHODS (MRes/PgDip with a view to transfer to MRes)           
91C7LMH9/92C7LMH9

Qualifications for entry:  A 2.1 degree or equivalent UK/EU qualification, in a relevant discipline.  Candidates with other qualifications will also be considered if they can show they have relevant experience or supporting qualifications at a sufficiently advanced level in a relevant subject.  (These requirements may be modified in individual cases on consideration of a special application.)

Duration:  12 months full-time (MRes); 9 months full-time (PgDip).

Aims:  The Master’s programme aims to provide training for laboratory research in the biomedical sciences for students intending to carry on to do a PhD and for those seeking careers in e.g. the biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries.  Potential doctoral students will gain multi-disciplinary research skills and practical experience of working in active research environments alongside established scientists and will be trained to develop, execute and manage individual research projects.  Students will also receive training via tutorials and workshops based on the current research of contributing scientists drawn from diverse biomedical disciplines.  The programme also includes a robust training schedule in professional and transferable skills.

Content:  Candidates shall be required to attend:-

MB 5006
Professional/Transferable Research Skills (60 credit points)

MB 5007
Advanced Research Methods (60 credit points)

MB 5505
Supervised Research Project (60 credit points)

Advanced Research Methods PgDip only (30 credit points)

Supervised Research Project PgDip only (30 credit points)

Assessment:  By a combination of continuous assessment and written and oral reports:-  MB 5006 Professional/Transferable Research Skills: literature database and production of Personal Development Plan (PDP); MB 5007 Advanced Research Methods: technical reports, presentation of a key scientific article (MRes only), research proposal (MRes only); MB 5505 Supervised Research Project: a written report and scientific presentation covering the research project.  Both MRes and Diploma candidates are required to attend an oral examination which will cover the content of all three modules.

Progress in the Supervised Research Project will be determined by in-course assessment of laboratory work including the laboratory note book.  Candidates who fail to achieve the required level of progress for an MRes will transfer to the PgDip 30 credit point courses (Advanced Research Methods and Supervised Research Project) and will be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if they have achieved the appropriate standard for that award.

The degree of MRes shall not be awarded to a candidate who fails to achieve a CAS mark of at least 12 in the Supervised Research Project, irrespective of their performance in other modules; such students will be awarded a Postgraduate Diploma if they have achieved the appropriate standard for that award.

