DEGREE OF MASTER OF LETTERS

IRISH-SCOTTISH STUDIES (MLitt/PgDip with a view to transfer to MLitt/PgDip)
56ELAIA2/61ELA1A2/61ELAIVX

Qualifications for Entry: Candidates must normally possess an Honours Degree of at least II(i) level (or recognised equivalent).

Duration: 12 months full-time or 24 months part-time (MLitt); 9 months full-time (PgDip)

Aims:  The MLitt in Irish-Scottish Studies allows students to construct a programme of study that will build on their previous educational experience and help them fulfil their intellectual ambitions.

Students with a general interest in Irish or Scottish culture can therefore take courses that allow them to range broadly across the histories of Ireland and Scotland and across historical periods and languages.  They can also engage in both historical and literary study or focus their work within a single discipline.

Alternatively, as preparation for a PhD in either history or literature, students can construct a programme that allows them to specialise in particular historical periods:  medieval, early modern, modern, or contemporary.  They can also specialise in Gaelic literature and culture.

Additionally, the MLitt in Irish-Scottish Studies provides an exciting environment for those who want to develop their skills in creative writing and offers creative writing courses on poetry and on prose fiction which link with the study of contemporary Irish and Scottish culture.

Whichever of these routes a student chooses, the MLitt consists of three taught components (taken over two semesters) and a dissertation, which is researched and written between June and September.  These amount to 180 credit points in a year.  The taught components are:

(a) Core Courses, taken by all students (minimum of 30 credit points)

(b) Disciplinary and interdisciplinary training courses (minimum of 10 credit points)

(c) Subject-based courses (maximum of 80 credit points)

Students who satisfactorily pass the courses at CAS 12 or above are allowed to proceed to

(d) Dissertation of approximately 15,000 words (in English) on a topic agreed between the student and course organiser or supervisor, and due for submission in early September (60 credits).  For students focusing on creative writing, a substantial proportion of this can be their own creative work.

Not all courses are available in every year, but courses normally available in components (a) – (c) are:

(a) Compulsory core courses:

EL 5031
Reading History’s Past 1 (10 credit points)

EL 5543
Reading History’s Past 2 (10 credit points)

EL 5702
Dissertation preparation (10 credit points)

(b) Disciplinary, interdisciplinary and language training courses:

CE 5007
Mediaeval Gaelic Language and Literature I (20 credit points)

CE 5517
Mediaeval Gaelic Language and Literature II (20 credit points)

EL 5013
Research Methods (10 credit points)

EL 5302
Preparation and Presentation of Scholarly Writing (10 credit points)

HI 5001
Introduction to Historical Research (10 credit points)

HI 5032
Approaching the Past: Historiographical Perspectives (10 credit points)

HI 5501
Historical Writing and Editing (10 credit points)

HI 5502
Palaeography (10 credit points)

HI 5504
Statistical Analysis for Historians (10 credit points)

HI 5527
Computing for Historians (10 credit points)

CE 1021
Introductory Gaelic Language 1 (20 credit points)

CE 1521
Introductory Gaelic Language 2 (20 credit points)

HI 5016
Intermediate Latin for Historians (20 credit points)

(c) Subject-based courses:

Literature:
EL 5003
The Narrow Ground: Literature in Northern Ireland from 1968-2004 (20 credit points)

EL 5005
WB Yeats, James Joyce and Irish Identity (20 credit points)

EL 5014/EL 5501
From Enlightenment to Romanticism: The Scottish Achievement (20 credit points)

EL 5017
Walter Scott and His World (20 credit points)

EL 5027
Novel and Nation, 1800 – 1830: Ireland and Scotland (20 credit points)

EL 5030
Enlightenment and Counter-Enlightenment in Irish and Scottish Writing (20 credit points)

EL 5505
The Importance of Elsewhere:  The Representation of Place in 20th Century Irish Culture (20 credit points)

EL 5523
Textual Editing (20 credit points)

EL 5525
Scottish Literature: The Twentieth Century and Beyond (20 credit points)

EL 5539
Poetry in Ireland and Scotland: The Traditions (20 credit points)

EL 5541
Irish and Scottish Writing Now (20 credit points)

EL 5542
Post-modernism in Irish and Scottish Writing (20 credit points)

HI 5042
The Gaelic Connection in Icelandic Sagas (20 credit points)

Creative Writing:
EL 5028
Creative Writing I: Poetry (20 credit points)

EL 5540
Creative Writing II: Prose (20 credit points)

History:
HI 5018
Scotland and Ireland in the Later Middle Ages (20 credit points)

HI 5021/HI 5507
Frontiers and Frontier Problems in the Middle Ages (20 credit points)

HI 5026/HI 5526
Witchcraft, Traditional Practices and the Rise of Protestant ‘Culture’ in Early Modern Scotland (20 credit points)

HI 5036
Scottish and Irish Migrants in Europe and the Atlantic World 1500-1750 (20 credit points)

HI 5038/HI 5538
Britain and Ireland in an Age of Migration, 300-600 (20 credit points)

HI 5519
The Scottish and Irish Diaspora, 1730-1930 (20 credit points)

CE 5512
Gaelic Palaeography (20 credit points)

Students who attend and satisfactorily complete components (a)-(c), but who do not write or who do not pass the dissertation, will be awarded a Diploma in Irish and Scottish Studies.

Assessment:  By course work, by written examination, or by a combination of these, as prescribed for each course.  Candidates who proceed to Part III will be required to submit a dissertation on a topic agreed in advance with their supervisor.  The degree of MLitt shall not be awarded to a candidate who fails to achieve a CAS mark of 9 or above in the Dissertation, irrespective of their performance in other courses. 

A Programme Monitoring Committee will scrutinise students’ essay marks and adjudicate on their eligibility to proceed to the dissertation, with reference to their overall abilities, particularly in their primary research field.
