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Government, in advance, that the recommendations of the
Sankey Commission would be carried out both in the spirit
and the letter,and although nationalization has been indicated,
when not specifically recommended, by one Royal Commis-
sion after another for a generation past. Indeed, so little has
nationalization been in favour with you recently that even
when moving a vote of censure on the Government for its
failure to implement the recommendations of its own Coal
Commission, you suggested, not public ownership, but “a
public utility organization imposed upon a trust organiza-
tion.” This nebulous demi-semi suggestion promptly found
favour with Mr. Lloyd-George, who described it as “very
significant,” and appeared to think that it offered possibilities
for co-operation from his following such as could not be
given for the Socialist policy of public ownership.

Roads.

When Mr. Lloyd-George first imposed the petrol tax in
1909 he said the motor traffic had increased so much that
the time was rapidly arriving when additional roads would
be necessary to carry it, the tax being designed to augment
the road funds. Since then the traffic has increased hundreds-
fold, while the smooth road necessary for it is neither
necessary nor even suitable for the horse traffic of agricultural
districts. Your Minister of Transport, at the end of months,
had not got beyond the surveying stage for new roads.

For over a generation attention has been called to the
immense energy generated by the tidal waters of the Severn.
If harnessed it would suffice, say enthusiasts, to drive all the
machinery in Britain. Your Government, after months, had
not got beyond a reported preliminary survey, and now your
successors turn to other widely remote fields for water-power,
in some cases carrying out extensive cuttings to bri.ng the
water to the practicable point, while here is a wide'r‘lver in
a suitable area offering exceptional power and facilities still
lying neglected.

Foreign v. Home Politics.

You were a success as Foreign Secretary, introducing a
new spirit into international diplomacy ; but the achieve-
ments of even the best foreign minister are often writ in



