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INTERNATIONALLY ORIENTED
UNIVERSITY WITH STRONG LINKS
TO PEOPLE AND SOCIETY

Education and research at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam covers a wide range of fields
that often cut across disciplinary boundaries. Founded in 1880, our university is
consistently ranked amongst the world’s best 150 research universities. With around
3,000 international students from over 140 different countries, we pride ourselves in
being a diverse and internationally-minded institution. This idea is consistent with the
fact that Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam participates in various exchange programmes
with more than 250 universities around the world. We invite you to experience

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam for yourself for the duration of one or two semesters.
Immerse yourself in life on campus, explore the many options the city of Amsterdam

has to offer and become part of a committed student community.

FALL SEMESTER OR ACADEMIC YEAR SPRING SEMESTER

Nominations i 1 October

Applications 15 April 15 October 3
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR

FALL SEMESTER SPRING SEMESTER

September - October | November - December February - March | April - May

| Anormal workload for one semester is 30 ECTS credits. Most courses are 6 ECTS credits.
Exchange students are allowed to leave after period 2, completing a 24 to 30 ECTS course load before Christmas.

HOW TO BECOME AN EXCHANGE STUDENT?

Studying abroad is a personal and academic enrichment. It is a valuable addition to your studies and can give
your career prospects a positive boost. You will study alongside students from different parts of the globe,
with different views on life and fields of study. This will not only enrich your network, it will also broaden your

horizon and give you an international perspective.

If you wish to take part in our exchange programme, the first step is to visit the international office of your home
university, as you will have to be selected to study abroad. Once you have successfully passed the application
procedure at your home institution and once you have been nominated by your international coordinator, we will
send you detailed information about how to complete the online registration system for exchange students.

COURSES OFFERED TO EXCHANGE STUDENTS

Whether you want to gain knowledge about an entirely new topic, or deepen the knowledge in your current study
area, Vrije Universiteit is a great choice to invest in your future. As an exchange student, you can either choose

one of our minor programmes or assemble your own course list from hundreds of English-taught courses.

COURSES

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam offers hundreds of
English-taught courses at Bachelor’s and Master’s
level, ranging from arts and culture, social sciences,
neurosciences and computer sciences, to economics
and business administration. You can put together

a personalized course selection by choosing from
the extensive list of modules that has been made
available to incoming exchange students.

For an extensive overview of the
w& individual courses as well as the
(faculty) minors, please scan the
QR code and visit our website which
contains detailed information.

The 9 faculties at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam:

Faculty of Humanities

School of Business and Economics

Faculty of Science

Faculty of Social Sciences

Faculty of Law

VUmc School of Medical Sciences

Faculty of Religion and Theology

Faculty of Behavioral and Movement Sciences
Faculty of Dentistry (ACTA]

(not available for exchange students)

MINOR PROGRAMMES

Exchange students are encouraged to follow one

of the minor programmes. These are set selections
of 5-6 related courses that span the duration of the
entire semester. Most of these programmes are
interdisciplinary, meaning that they are available

to students with a variety of academic backgrounds.
One big advantage of selecting a minor programme
is that you will never have overlapping courses

in your schedule. In addition, most minors focus

on a particular study area, making this a valuable
addition to your resumé.

Examples of minor programmes:

Migration Studies

European History and Culture 1200-1800
Accounting, Organizations and Society
Entrepreneurship

Biomedical and Health Interventions
Evolutionary Biology and Ecology
Deep Programming

Business Analytics and Data Science
Peace and Conflict Studies
Development and Global Challenges
Law and Global Society

Technology, Law and Ethics
Cardiovascular Challenges in Organs

Hot Topics in Neurology and Psychiatry

GO DUTCH BY SIGNING UP FOR THE

BUDDY PROGRAMME

GET FIT AT THE

VU SPORTS CENTRE

SERVICES AND FACILITIES OFFERED
TO EXCHANGE STUDENTS

We aim to make the process of applying as an exchange student as easy as possible. Representatives of the
international office provide guidance in arranging housing and visa matters. In addition, we organize
introduction activities to help you get acquainted with the university and life on campus.

r"E"-n ACCOMMODATION

opoo|l We provide a wide range of quality student
ooo housing. Most of our student housing is
== located on the Uilenstede campus, making it
a great way to meet people when your first arrive to
Amsterdam. Alternatively, you can decide to stay at
one of the two student hotels or the Diemen campus

located in the eastern part of city.

VISA

Students from non-EU countries will have to
@ complete the immigration procedure before
starting their studies at Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam. No need to worry, as representatives
from the international office will apply for a visa on
your behalf.
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O O INTRODUCTION ACTIVITIES

ﬁ Our introduction activities include an airport
plck up upon arrival, crash courses in Dutch, a
student festival and campus tour to make you feel at
home right from the start, and to help you meet fellow
students before the start of your classes.

BUDDY PROGRAMME
@ A buddy programme has been set up
specifically for incoming exchange
students. Buddies are (Dutch) VU students who will
help you get settled and who can introduce you to
the Dutch way of life. As a participant in the buddy
programme, you will be part of a group of about
80 buddies and 250 exchange students. We organize

various social activities throughout the semester,
such as a karaoke night, pubquiz and picnic.
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VU SPORTS CENTRE
\ The VU Sports Centre is a sports
facility offered by the university.
It offers a very wide range of opportunities to play
sports and to keep fit.

VU GRIFFIOEN CULTURAL CENTRE

Griffioen is Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam’s

Cultural Centre. The professionally
equipped Griffioen stage presents performances
and concerts by established names and rising talent,

interspersed with its own theatrical and musical
productions.



