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Sociology Undergraduate Guide

MA Sociology

Sociology is the study of
modern societies. It examines
how societies work, how

they are changing, and how
individuals are affected in
multiple ways by social change.
Sociology allows students to
understand the world around
them in ways that are both
novel and critical.

Why Study Sociology at Aberdeen?

Sociology at Aberdeen is widely regarded as
one of the best sociology departments in the
UK. In the last onsite review by the Scottish
Higher Education Funding Council, we were
judged to be ‘Excellent’ (the highest grade
possible) in its Teaching Quality Assessment
(TQA) exercise. We also consistently achieve
very high rankings for undergraduate teaching
quality in various guides for students and
parents.

We are strongly committed to providing
students with outstandingly good teaching,
through a range of engaging courses on many
areas of contemporary social importance.

Sociology at Aberdeen is also recognized by
the UK government's Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC) as an outlet for
providing top quality research training and
supervision for postgraduate Masters and PhD
students.

Sociology at Aberdeen has many leading
scholars who are internationally recognized
experts in their fields. The department is
particularly well known for its work in the
areas of the sociology of conflict and peace
processes; policing; globalization; religion;
political and economic sociology; European
societies; social inequalities; animal-human
relations.

Publication of the results of the UK
Government's 2021 Research Excellence
Framework (REF) confirmed the status of
Sociology as one of the leading research units
in the field in the UK. With more than 78% of
the research judged by a panel of experts to be
world-leading (4*) or internationally excellent
(3*) and all of its work meeting national
standards of excellence. The department was
also ranked as one of the top two sociology
units in Scotland.

Aberdeen is, in every way, a great place to
study the fascinating and highly relevant
subject of Sociology.

— 2ND IN SCOTLAND
FOR SOCIOLOGY

Times & Sunday Times Good University Guide, 2024




Degree
Structure &
Content

In the Aberdeen undergraduate degree
there are two initial years of study before you
specialize: In both first year and second year,
you take various different subjects. Alongside
your Sociology courses, you can take almost
any subject in the Arts & Social Sciences.

In the third and fourth years you have the
option to follow a single Honours degree or
study Sociology as part of a Joint Honours
degree, including the recently added joint
MA Criminology and Society, giving you the
flexibility to shape your degree to suit your
particular interests and career plans.

First & Second Year

The four-year degree enables students to
understand their chosen subjects in-depth.
In first year, sociology courses explore the
relationships between individuals on the one
hand and social forces and institutions on
the other. We also examine the character

of societies in the present day. We examine
a range of key topics, including issues

such as self-identity and group behaviour,
deviance, consumerism, urbanization, crime,
modern organizations, religion, mass media,
surveillance, education, social inequalities, and
gender.

In second year, we examine the nature of
modern societies in more detail and we
consider what special insights sociology

can give us about them. We look both at
microsociology - the study of people in

small groups and in everyday life - and
macrosociology - the study of largescale social
forces and institutions, often worldwide in
scope, that can affect whole societies and all
the individuals who live within them.

At Aberdeen, you can
take Sociology as a single
degree orin a variety of
joint degrees, including
the recently added

joint MA Criminology

and Sociology.

Third & Fourth Year

Third year consists of courses in Social Theory,
Modernization, Ten Sociological Studies,

and Social Research Methods. The Methods
course prepares students to pursue their

own research topic in fourth year. In the

final year, you choose option courses from a
broad range of staff specialisms, exploring
major sociological themes in-depth and
addressing some of the key issues confronting
contemporary societies.

Our Honours courses typically include:

Animals and Society

Contemporary Perspectives on Race and
Ethnicity

European Societies

Gendered Approaches to Conflict and
Societies

Political Sociology

Sex, Death and the Afterlife
Sexualities and Gender Diversity
Social Inequality

Sociology of Religion and Culture

E View Joint Honours
degree options
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The programmes allow
you to develop not only
intellectually but also
personally. It's a huge
strength that a degree
can make you grow as a
person. | would definitely
recommend it.

MIE ASTRUP JENSEN 2019

Meet your
Lecturer

My name is Isabella Kasselstrand
and | am a lecturer in the Sociology
Department at the University of
Aberdeen.

| love teaching Sociology - the
scientific study of social relationships
and patterns - and especially research
methods and statistics. | am a firm
believer that anyone can learn to
analyse and interpret social science
data proficiently — and even enjoy it!
Such skills make sociology graduates
of the University of Aberdeen highly
marketable in various professions.

| use statistical methods in my own
research on social change, primarily
on patterns of religious decline
around the world.

Department of Sociology
School of Social Science

Email:
isabella.kasselstrand@abdn.ac.uk




MA
Criminology
and Sociology

Criminology is the study of crime,
law, and criminal justice. This

new interdisciplinary programme
combines dedicated Criminology
modules with modules from
Sociology, Psychology and Law
to provide a broadly based and
comprehensive Criminology

and Sociology joint honours
undergraduate degree.

Why study Criminology and Sociology at
Aberdeen?

This multidisciplinary degree programme is
delivered by the School of Social Sciences in
partnership with the School of Psychology and
the School of Law to offer a comprehensive
understanding of the social, psychological

and legal aspects of crime. Students will gain
a range of sound theoretical, methodological
and analytical skills, which will be applied in an
independent research project in the final year.

Degree
Structure &
Content

You will study the theory and methods of
criminology and apply your theoretical
understanding of crime to investigate real-
world problems such as victimisation, domestic
violence, youth crime, public disorder,
environmental harms, and cyber-crime.

You will also explore how technological
advances are affecting crime and crime
detection, including surveillance, facial
recognition technologies and forensic

psychology.

| found space for all
my interests - gender,
sexuality, religion,
social inequalities,

modern history. In
many ways, it really was
like finding a home.
NEREA HERAS 2019
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Meet your
Lecturer

Hi, my name is Karen Lumsden and I'm a
lecturer in the Sociology Department at the
University of Aberdeen.

As a criminologist I'm passionate about
the sociological study of crime, deviance
and victimisation and I'm keen to introduce
students to the ‘criminological imagination’.

| enjoy teaching introductory criminology
lectures in which we explore theories and
explanations of offending and criminal
behaviour, the lived experiences of victims,
technological crime such as cyber crime,
and broader social harms such as climate
change and the crimes of the powerful.
We also explore the relationship between
crime and social inequalities. My own
research explores interpersonal cyber-
crime such as online hate and trolling, and
policing in the UK.

Department of Sociology
School of Social Science
Email: karen.lumsden@abdn.ac.uk




Careers
and Skills

The Department ensures that its graduates
have excellent knowledge of sociology and the
ability and imagination to apply this information
to real-life situations. Our courses provide
considerable insight into the workings of
modern societies and into the behaviour of
people in social groups.

Our graduates acquire essential skills to
prepare them for challenging professional
roles, including how to conduct research and
evaluate the research of others, critical enquiry
skills, clear communication, good presentation,
and independence of judgment.

Careers

Sociology and Criminology complement

other disciplines such as Psychology, Politics,
International Relations, Anthropology, Law,
History, English, and many others. The
interdisciplinary nature of the subject area,
along with the extensive skillset and knowledge
developed over the course of study, mean
graduates are excellently qualified for entry
into a range of career options.

Sociology graduates can be found in areas
such as management (including HR), national
and local government, media and journalism,
advertising and marketing, teaching, as

well as NGOs and social and community
services, amongst many others. Graduates of
Criminology and Sociology can see themselves
in careers within public policy fields in all
sectors (public, voluntary, and private), as
well as more specifically within criminal justice
organisations.

Recent graduate destinations include:

Analyst

Associate researcher
+ Health and safety specialist
- Policy officer

Student engagement and wellbeing
coordinator

Support practitioner
Teacher
- Well-being coordinator
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