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These papers derive from the Forum for Research on the Languages of Scotland and 

Ulster triennial conference, held in July 2012 at the University of Aberdeen. On the day 

the conference began, some of the worst July weather Aberdeen has ever seen passed 

through, the rain in particular appearing almost apocalyptic. The conference – and these 

essays – represents a space after the storm. For three days a number of papers on a range 

of topics related to Scottish matters were given, the best of which are included here. What 

was particularly heartening was the number of papers on Gaelic topics, both 

sociolinguistic and linguistic. Similar tendencies can be seen in the papers on Scots, 

dealing with contemporary and historical topics from a range of methodological and 

theoretical frameworks. The conference ended with a bespoke tour, arranged by Janet 

Cruickshank and the Special Collections staff, of some of the contents of the Special 

Collections of the University of Aberdeen’s new library, which everyone found 

enlightening and some very moving.  

 

The editors would like to thank the following scholars for their helpful comments on 

drafts of the essays printed here: John Corbett, Elspeth Edelstein, Carole Hough, Will 

Lamb, Derrick McClure, Mark McConville, Ken McKinnon, Wilson McLeod, Colin 

Milton, Colm Ó Baoill and Tom Stewart. 
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