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The importance of 
selecting the right journal 

Selecting a suitable journal is a 
strategic decision that goes beyond 
mere publication. It influences the 
reception, credibility, and long-term 
impact of your research, 
contributing to the advancement of 
knowledge within your field. 

Picture: “knotsice" by andybient (CC BY 2.0)
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/37839282@N02/3662513017
https://www.flickr.com/photos/37839282@N02
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse


But how to make an informed decision?
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Aim of the session:
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To provide you with a framework to navigate the publishing landscape

• Tools to evaluate journals quantitatively and 
qualitatively

• How to avoid predatory journals
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1. Know your research

Think about the topic of your study:
• What are the key concepts?
• Is it specialised or interdisciplinary?
• Is it an original study? Is it a review? Is it a 

replication study?
• What is the degree of novelty in your research? 

Identify the scope
Identify Audience 

Ask your supervisors/co-authors or peers 
for advice

Think about other requirements:
• Is your research funded? 
• What are the funder requirements (publishing model, 

data availability, availability on PubMed)?
• What are your options to satisfy funder requirements?
• Do you have funds available?

Be compliant

Look at the funder policy or ask the 
Open Research team:
• openreserch@abdn.ac.uk
• www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research
• UoA Open Research - YouTube

mailto:openreserch@abdn.ac.uk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmKrFyUVrIH4PYOSdsGrrZXzgDZia_WQL


2. Search for the right Journal for you
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How to Choose the Journal That's Right for Your Study - PLOS

https://plos.org/resource/how-to-choose-journal/?utm_medium=social&utm_source=clicktotweet&utm_campaign=writingcenter&utm_content=choosejournal


2.1. Narrow your search using journal indexes

Some Indexes:

• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

• Scopus Sources Search

• Web of Science Master Journal List

• SciELO

• JANE

• ‘Journal Finder Tool’ on the publishers’ website (e.g. 
Elsevier, Wiley…)

Limitation: indexes provide titles and information 
exclusively pertaining to the indexed content. 
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https://doaj.org/search/journals?source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22match_all%22%3A%7B%7D%7D%2C%22size%22%3A50%2C%22sort%22%3A%5B%7B%22created_date%22%3A%7B%22order%22%3A%22desc%22%7D%7D%5D%2C%22track_total_hits%22%3Atrue%7D
https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=sbrowse
https://mjl.clarivate.com/home
https://scielo.org/en/journals/list-by-subject-area/5/agricultural-sciences
https://jane.biosemantics.org/
https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://journalfinder.wiley.com/search?type=match


2.1 Index example: DOAJ
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Index of fully open access journals
You can search by subject, title, ISSN, 
publisher, keywords, language and 
country
Example: Zoology136 journals

https://doaj.org/


3. Evaluating a journal quantitatively: 
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• Includes journals, 
book series and 
conference 
proceedings index in 
Scopus 

• All publishing models

Scopus Sources 
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Scopus Sources Example: Zoology  627 
results
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Scopus CITE SCORE

How are CiteScore metrics used in Scopus? - Scopus: Access 
and use Support Center (elsevier.com)

Cite Score is Scopus method to quantify journal impact

Cite Score = 𝑁𝑁 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝 𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑎𝑎 4 𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦𝑦 𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝𝑝
𝑁𝑁 𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑𝑑 

Documents= articles, reviews, conference papers, book chapters, and data papers 

Note that Cite Score is not a field-weighted metric, and you should only compare journals 
from the same subject category.

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14880/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14880/supporthub/scopus/
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Quartile Percentile

Q1 75-100

Q2 50-74

Q3 25-49

Q4 0-24

How is SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper) used in Scopus? - Scopus: Access and use 
Support Center (elsevier.com)
How is SJR (SCImago Journal Rank) used in Scopus? - Scopus: Access and use Support Center 
(elsevier.com)

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14884/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14884/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14883/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14883/supporthub/scopus/
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More Metrics….

SNIP (Source Normalised Impact per Paper): is the ratio of a source's average citation count per paper 
and the citation potential of its subject field.
Citation potential = likelihood of being cited for documents in a particular field calculated according to 
the number of average cited references in papers.
How is SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper) used in Scopus? - Scopus: Access and use 
Support Center (elsevier.com)

AB
BA,C
CA,B
DA,B,C

PageRank (withcode.uk)

SJR- Scimago Journal Rankings: It considers factors such as the 
number of citations received by a journal and the importance or 
prestige of the journals that cite it. Subject field, quality, and 
reputation of the journal have a direct effect on the value of a 
citation..
How is SJR (SCImago Journal Rank) used in Scopus? - Scopus: Access and use Support Center 
(elsevier.com)

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14884/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14884/supporthub/scopus/
https://tools.withcode.uk/pagerank/
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14883/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14883/supporthub/scopus/
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Comparing sources with Scopus
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Web of Science Master Journal List (Clarivate)

Zoology 508 results

https://mjl.clarivate.com/home


www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research | @OpenResearchUoA | openresearch@abdn.ac.uk 17

Journal citation report (requires web of science log in)

https://jcr.clarivate.com/jcr/home
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Citable items= Original Research (research papers, 
proceeding papers, reviews)

Not citable items=  Editorial materials (commentary, 
perspectives, letters…)

Impact Factor

Journal: Annual Review of Animal Biosciences
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What to look for in a publisher’s  website and how to avoid predatory journals 

Think.check.submit

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/2023/08/23/guide-for-librarians-supporting-researchers-in-avoiding-predatory-
publishers/

Predatory Journals are journals with questionable 
publishing practices

They mimic reputable journal websites and they 
require fees for delivering poor or non-existent 
publishing services such as inadequate peer-review, 
typesetting, or article promotion.

4. Evaluating a journal qualitatively: 

UKRIO

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
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Chance to go under peer review

Publications

Scope
Editors

• Does the journal have at least 5 
members on the editorial board?

• Do you know their work?

• Is the affiliation indicated and is it 
correct?

• Are the publications of good 
quality?

• Do you recognise some of the 
authors?

• How many articles are published 
per issue?



Good practice – information must be clear

Peer review policy 
• Does the journal offer at least 2 peer 

reviewers? 
• Does it specify the type of peer review?   

(single-blind, double-blind, etc)
• Is the peer review time acceptable? (not all 

journals specify this)

Author instruction 
• Is there clear information about the 

copyright?
• Is it clear if you have to pay a fee? (APC, 

extra pages, colours)
• Does the journal have a  self-archiving 

policy?
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Article visibility
• Is the content indexed?
• Does the journal offer advertising 

services (e.g. posts on social media, 
press releases)? 



Good practice – information must be clear

Ethics:
• Is the publisher a member of COPE (Committee of Publication Ethics)?
• Does the journal promote EDI in the publishing process?

Open science practices:
• Requires to share data according to FAIR principles
• Has a system integrated with ORCID
• Adopts the CrediT taxonomy
• Supports open peer reviews
• Adheres to open science initiatives such as I4OC and I4OA

Don’t always trust what is written on the website! Cross-check the information
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https://publicationethics.org/
https://i4oc.org/
https://i4oa.org/


www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research | @OpenResearchUoA | openresearch@abdn.ac.uk 24



www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research | @OpenResearchUoA | openresearch@abdn.ac.uk 25

Fake information

Predatory Journals List 2023 
(predatoryreports.org)

https://predatoryreports.org/home
https://predatoryreports.org/home
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MDPI and Frontiers case

There is no black and white definition of 
predatory publishing | Impact of Social 
Sciences (lse.ac.uk)

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/05/13/there-is-no-black-and-white-definition-of-predatory-publishing/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/05/13/there-is-no-black-and-white-definition-of-predatory-publishing/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/05/13/there-is-no-black-and-white-definition-of-predatory-publishing/


Why?
• Aggressive marketing strategy
• Doubt regarding peer review
• High number if special issues
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Is MDPI a predatory publisher? (*Updated) (predatoryreports.org

Backlash after Frontiers journals added to list of questionable publishers | 
Nature

However...
• Indexed in DOAJ 
• COPE members
• Applying open science practices to 

prove they are not predatory 
e.g. open peer review

https://predatoryreports.org/news/f/is-mdpi-a-predatory-publisher
https://www.nature.com/articles/526613f
https://www.nature.com/articles/526613f
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Are they predatory....?

There is no uniform standard across all MDPI and Frontiers journals; 

If you consider publishing with either, revise the journal in question and 
make an informed decision: 

think.check.submit
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