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Research Publications Policy and Open Access

o University Research Publications Policy implemented May 2023

o Rights Retention - Retain more rights over your own work

o Achieve immediate and wide dissemination without restrictions

o Enables accepted manuscript (AM) to be deposited in institutional repository and made open access 
under a Creative Commons licence on publication 

o Retain the freedom to publish where you see fit

o Automatically comply with funder and REF open access requirements

o Include Rights Retention Statement with submissions - Contacted popular publishers

o Aberdeen early adopter but many institutional rights retention policies now and some funders

o Policy updated Nov 2024 to include longform outputs
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/policies.php


Routes to Open Access

o Publish your final article/chapter/book immediate open access on 
publisher webpages (Gold/Diamond/Open Access Agreement for 
journals)

o Publish behind a paywall and deposit accepted manuscript (AM) open 
access in a repository (Green) – apply Rights Retention

o Both compliant with funder and REF open access requirements
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/open-research/open-access/publisher-agreements/


Rights Retention for Articles

o When you write an article you automatically own copyright
o When you publish in a subscription-based journal the 

publisher typically asks for exclusive rights to an article 
o Author hands over all their rights with certain rights given 

back
o The publisher can reuse and sell the research however they 

wish
o Including to the library who pays to subscribe

o Author must request permission from the publisher to 
share or re-use your own research

o Can’t make open in a repository until after embargo
o Can’t share on social networks
o Can’t translate etc. etc. 
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o University of Aberdeen Research Publications Policy 
supports researchers to Retain the rights to their accepted 
manuscript

o Include the Rights Retention statement with submissions in 
the acknowledgements and with any covering letter
o "For the purpose of open access, the author has 

applied a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 
licence to any Author Accepted Manuscript version 
arising"

o  Email paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk with a copy of the 
accepted manuscript and confirmation of acceptance 
from the publisher for deposit to Pure

o AM is made open in institutional repository on 
publication under a CC licence 

o Comply with funder and REF open access policies

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/rights-retention-1451.php
mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk


Rights Retention for Longform

o Typically, researchers' hand over their rights to publishers when they sign a licence to publish
o When publishing a book or chapter
o Retain your rights
o University of Aberdeen Research Publications Policy supports researchers
o Discuss with your publisher
o Deposit accepted manuscript (AM) to be made open access within 12 months of publication
o CC BY recommended but can use choice of Creative Commons Licence
o Third party materials can be licenced under a different licence as required
o Email paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk with a copy of the accepted manuscript and confirmation of 

acceptance from the publisher for deposit to Pure

www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research | openresearch@abdn.ac.uk | @OpenResearchUoA

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/rights-retention-1451.php
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Creative Commons Licences
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Distribute, remix, adapt
Credit must be given to 

the creator

Distribute, remix, adapt
Credit must be given to the 

creator
Non-commercial purposes 

only

Copy and distribute only
No derivatives

Credit must be given to the creator

The CC BY licence is usually mandated by funders for articles!
Apply for an exception to use CC BY-ND

For longform CC BY preferred but may be permitted to use the 
licence of your choice – check with your funder

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
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Funder Open Access Policies

Check your contract for other 
funders and contact 
openresearch@abdn.ac.uk 

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/nihr-open-access-policy-for-publications-submitted-on-or-after-1-june-2022/28999
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ukri-open-access-policy/
https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/guidance/open-access-guidance/open-access-policy
https://www.google.com/search?q=british+heart+foundation+open+access+policy&rlz=1C1CHBD_en-GBGB884GB884&oq=british+heart+&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j69i59j46i199i291i433i512j0i512l4j69i65.5170j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/open-science/open-access_en
mailto:openaccess@abdn.ac.uk
https://www.versusarthritis.org/research/for-researchers/for-versus-arthritis-researchers/open-access-and-travel-support/
https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/grant-funding/outputs/cso-open-access-policy/compliance-with-cso-open-access-policy/
https://2029.ref.ac.uk/guidance/ref-2029-open-access-policy/


Funder & REF Open Access Policies

o Research funders have requirements grant holders must meet

o Research Excellence Framework (REF2029) – no requirement for longform to be open access (OA) 
for REF 2029 but will be for future REFs

o Choose the CC BY Creative Commons license

o Open Government Licence (OGL) if subject to Crown Copyright

o CC BY-ND by exception

o More choice on licence for longform

o OA funds depends on funder - Limited funds in Block Grants 

o Publisher agreements aid compliance
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/open-research/open-access/publisher-agreements/


Research Excellence Framework (REF)
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o New REF2029 applies to outputs published from 1 
Jan 2026

o REF2021 OA policy applies to outputs published 
between 1 Jan 2021 and 31 Dec 2025

o Applies to journal articles and conference papers 
published with ISSN

o Repository-Based Open Access  (Green)

o Deposit Accepted Manuscript (AM) in institutional 
or subject repository

o  Email paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk 

o Embargoes reduced from 12 months (STEM) and 
24 months (HSS) to 6 and 12 months respectively

o Creative Commons licence required – CC BY 
preferred but CC BY-NC and CC BY-NC-ND allowed

o Publisher open access (Gold or Diamond)

o  VoR immediately available is compliant

o Publisher agreements allow compliance

o Must permit reuse

o CC-BY-NC-ND licence allowed

o There is no open access mandate for open access 
books or chapters in REF2029. 

o There will be an open access requirement for 
longform after REF2029. Details tbc. 

o Research Publications Policy and applying 
Rights Retention statement to all submissions 
ensures compliance 

mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk


Pure/AURA

o Pure is the University's Research Information System
o Accessible by staff and research post grads (not taught PG)
o AURA is the institutional repository where the full text of outputs is made open
o Public Research Portal is where all the info is freely available
o Email paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk when you have an article accepted
o Or if you have data to be recorded openresearch@abdn.ac.uk 
o Add Activities/Awards/Prizes to your own Pure account
o New researchers import your publications
o Set up automated search for publications in online sources
o Use ORCID
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/staffnet/research/pure-14556.php
https://abdn.elsevierpure.com/en/
mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:opendata@abdn.ac.uk
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What to consider when choosing a journal

o First check if there is a suitable title covered by the publisher open access agreements 

o If not – go green!

o Include Rights Retention Statement with submission

o Funded authors check may be able to pay an Article Processing Charge (APC)

o Some Diamond Open Access journals available which don’t charge an APC

o Consider funder requirements/REF 

o Open Policy Finder or Journal Checker Tool – use with caution, check journal against funder/REF OA 
requirements

o Think. Check. Submit.  Helps you choose a trusted journal for your publication

o Email openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/publisher-agreements.php
https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
mailto:openresearch@abdn.ac.uk


What to consider when publishing longform

o Do you have to meet funder open access requirements? No REF2029 requirement for longform

o Funded authors check may be able to pay for open access chapters or a Book Processing Charge (BPC) 

o Some Diamond Open Access publishers available which don’t charge to publish 

o If not – go green!

o Discuss open access and Rights Retention with your publisher

o Think. Check. Submit. Checklist for books and chapters

o Email openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
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https://thinkchecksubmit.org/books-and-chapters/
mailto:openresearch@abdn.ac.uk


Summary

o Make your research open access
o Funder open access requirements for some researchers
o REF Open Access Requirements for all
o Use the open access agreements for OA at no extra cost for articles
o Apply Research Publications Policy/Rights Retention
o Meets OA requirements
o Deposit all accepted papers in Pure/AURA

o Includes books and chapters
o Contact the Open Research Team for help and advice
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https://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/support/rights-retention-1451.php
mailto:openaccess@abdn.ac.uk
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 Bluesky: @openresearchuoa.bsky.social
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Any Questions?
Joanna Adams
Open Research Team
openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research

mailto:openresearch@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:paperaccepted@abdn.ac.uk
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