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Overview  
• An Ocean Journey

• Delivering openness

• Some clashes

• So what is openness

• Daily realities and options?



An Ocean Journey



Marine Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction 

• New treaty being negotiated

• “Drugs from plankton”, adding to knowledge

• Sharing, sustainability, Law and Science

• Assumed this will work if agree it

• Benefit sharing, open databases

• Reluctance (lessening) engage IP and 
information

• HOW TO MAKE IT OPEN?





The Song

A Virtual Performance of Song of the Ocean - DOSI (dosi-
project.org)

https://www.dosi-project.org/song-of-the-ocean-world-ocean-day-2021/


The Song





Needed

• Relying a lot of goodwill (singers, orchestra, building a network 
eg IUCN)

• Relying a lot on fact there is no profit (copyright owner)

• Coms help and  ..er..commmunication

• Thanks to grants – Wellcome, RSE, UoA, MARBLES and 
BlueRemedionics

• Human Energy, Law Impact Case Study, “doing the right thing” 



Delivering openness: blogs and policy briefs 

• Global Challenges, interdisciplinary solutions: Law, Chemistry 
and Biodiversity beyond National Jurisdiction | Blog | School of 
Law | The University of Aberdeen (abdn.ac.uk) (April 19)

• Marine Genetic Resources Beyond National Jurisdiction: 
Developing "Mare Geneticum" | Blog | School of Law | The 
University of Aberdeen (abdn.ac.uk) (Aug 19)

• Public Engagement - Tales from the Deep Sea | Blog | School 
of Law | The University of Aberdeen (abdn.ac.uk) (Nov 20)
(never did have that lunch….)

• Some COP26 reflections | Blog | School of Law | The University 
of Aberdeen (abdn.ac.uk) (Dec 21)

https://www.abdn.ac.uk/law/blog/global-challenges-interdisciplinary-solutions-law-chemistry-and-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction-/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/law/blog/marine-genetic-resources-beyond-national-jurisdiction-developing-mare-geneticum/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/law/blog/public-engagement--tales-from-the-deep-sea/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/law/blog/some-cop26-reflections/




Some clashes

• At the same time, could not teach from my 
textbook 

• Holding the line

• Keep publishing, keep fighting?





Realities of next planned book 

“As part of our commitment to the dissemination of knowledge 
Edward Elgar Publishing is offering to subsidise the Open Access 
Book Publishing Charge (BPC) so the fee reduces to £6,500/ $9,500 
(plus applicable taxes) on a limited number of monographs 
meeting the following criteria:

•single authored scholarly books that fit our list and are likely to 
have a significant global impact on their field, reaching a wide 
audience

•less than 80,000 words including figures and tables, and all 
footnotes/endnotes and references

•authors must have a strong international publishing record”



What goal: free beer, functional, rewarding?



What can it mean
• SCRIPTed – A Journal of Law, Technology & Society (script-

ed.org)

• European Journal of Law and Technology (ejlt.org)

• British Society for the Philosophy of Science Launches Open 
Access Book Publishing | Daily Nous

“The monographs it publishes will be “beautiful, freely 
downloadable” files with print-on-demand versions 
available for purchase…. so-called “platinum” open 
access service, in that it charges fees to neither readers 
nor authors. It will publish works “on the basis of merit 
alone, and not on an author’s ability to pay a fee.””

• Publishing options | Nature Nanotechnology £££££££

https://script-ed.org/
https://ejlt.org/index.php/ejlt
https://dailynous.com/2020/11/06/british-society-philosophy-science-launches-open-access-book-publishing/#:~:text=The%20British%20Society%20for%20the%20Philosophy%20of%20Science,breadth%20and%20diversity%20of%20the%20philosophy%20of%20science.%E2%80%9D
https://www.nature.com/nnano/submission-guidelines/publishing-options#:~:text=2%20%E2%80%93%20Gold%20Open%20Access%20%E2%80%93%20same%20publishing,Gold%20Open%20Access%20in%20Nature%20Nanotechnology%20is%20%E2%82%AC9%2C500.




Keep fighting!

• Whole new change of business model

• OR still relies on goodwill

• Unwise to assume

• If resist, face resistance

• Can be done, needs more mainstream


