Evidence Sheet 3
Exhibit 7 – TMSA Storytelling Trophy
This trophy was made in honour of Stanley Robertson. What does that tell you about what people thought of him?
[image: ]Grampian Association of Storytellers – Stanley Robertson Prize for Storytelling
This trophy is presented to the best adult storyteller at the Aberdeen TMSA (Traditional Music and Song Association of Scotland) Traditional Competition each March.
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It shows 'Auld Croovie' – an old oak tree near the Lumphanan camp site where Stanley stayed as a boy.  Stanley told a story about Auld Croovie – it was one of his favourites.

Exhibit 8 – Adverts for Commemorative Events
[image: ][image: ] Look at these events which were held to remember Stanley.  What does that tell you about what people thought of him?
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]  


Exhibit 9 – Testimonials from Storytellers

Read the following comments from various different storytellers. What does that tell you about what people thought of Stanley Robertson?
For years I had heard of Stanley Robertson from afar, with a respect and reverence for who and what he represented.  It was in 2000 that I met him, during a day at Drum Castle where he was telling the story of the Lady of Drum.  From that day I was fortunate enough to meet him often and learn many, many stories and songs from him.
Grace Banks, Singer and Storyteller
He [Stanley] had the ability to transport you to another world, to another place.  And [with] his ballads, he had that feeling of authenticity about the whole nature of Scottish traditional culture.  Along with Sheila Stewart, he was the greatest living exponent of it.
Vic Smith, Folk Club Organiser
Stanley inspired me to become a storyteller.  When I read his book 'Exodus to Alford', especially the story of Jack and the Skinny Coo, I knew I wanted to tell stories.  I was then lucky enough to meet Stanley and have the chance to learn about storytelling from him.  I guess you could call him my storytelling idol!
Jackie Ross, Storyteller
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A HISTORY OF PROTEST IN ABERDEEN
Andrew MacGregor

6.30pm, MacRobert Building 051 | Donations on
the door for Aberdeen Social Centre

Trade union activist Andrew MacGregor will discuss
the fascinating history of protest in Aberdeen
from the eighteenth century to the present day.
Although Aberdeen could not really be called ‘Red
Aberdeen, the city did, from at least the 1820s, play
its part, and most social and political movements
had individuals or organisations active in the city.

WEDNESDAY, 5 FEBRUARY 2020
Stanley Robertson Celebrations
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STORY NIGHT WITH TONY ROBERTSON,
FAMILY, AND FRIENDS
6.30pm, MacRobert Building 051 | Free

It is ten years since Scotland lost one of its finest
storytellers, Stanley Robertson. Join us for an evening
of stories hosted by his son, Tony Robertson,

to remember this exceptional storyteller with
contributions from family members and friends.
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THURSDAY, 31 OCTOBER 20!

public Lecture Series =

TRADITIONAL TALES FROM THE NORTH-EAST

Jackie Ross
6.30pm, MacRobert Building 051 £3/students free

Celebrated North-East storyteller, Jackie Ross, will
om whom she

discuss storytelling and the people
has learned her tales. This is a chance not only to
{earn about storytelling and storytellers, but to a
hear a number of local tales, including some spooky

stories to celebrate Halloween

WEDNESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER
Stanley Robertson Celebrations

NORTH-EAST BALLADS WITH TONY
ROBERTSON

6.30pm, MacRobert Building 051 | FREE

Come and join professional storyteller, Tony
Robertson, for an illustrated lecture on North-

East ballads, touching on the singing of his father,
Stanley Robertson, as well as that of his auntie the

celebrated Jeannie Robertson. Expect a fun look
back at the Robertson family ballads, songs, stories,

and history.
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THURSDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2019 e
Ethnographic Film Series &) (@5

KASHI LABH followed by video-link Q&A’wnh
filmmaker Rajat Nayyar

6.30pm, MacRobert Building 051 | Free

This film explores the aesthetics of dying, family

as a unit of care, and taking the last vital breath in
Kashi (Varanasi), India's sacred city. With Kashi Labh,
Nayyar reflects upon his work with family members
as they await and confront the death of a parent

Stanley Robertsor the 2004 Barrie Nicht

SATURDAY, 16 NOVEMBER 2019
Being Human Festival; Stanley Robertson Celebrations

BARRIE NICHT: REMEMBERING STANLEY
6.30pm, Lemon Tree | Free (booking required,
contact Aberdeen Performing Arts)

Storyteller, ballad singer, and author, Stanley
Robertson was one of the most influential
Scottish Traveller voices in storytelling and song.
This evening will feature a cast of storytellers,
singers, and academics remembering Stanley and
celebrating his contribution to local, national, and

international culture.
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