Evidence Sheet 2


Exhibit 4 – Song for Stanley

Read the song which was written in honour of Stanley Robertson.
What does that tell you about the impact that Stanley had on people?
This Tall Aberdonian, oor Stanley

This tall Aberdonian in black cap an lang stride

Sae neat, sae plain an quiet… ootside

But what o the man that within dwells?

the vistas, horizons wherein he delves

A fountain o knowledge, never-endin, flows

O wisdom, riches - an extraordinary glow…

Gen’rously brimmin o’er to a’ who are there

Sensitively given wi kindness an care

Wi his great muckle hands an perceptive gaze

An sometimes astringent turn o phrase

He can crack a smile frae a hert soft or harder

Bring a hoot, a chuckle an gales o laughter

Or wi rendition o a tender song

Cause a lump tae rise, a sheen o tears tae form

This man hes given o his precious past

Priceless gems… a treasure to last…

…doon the ages, a stream to grow

May we continue the endless flow

O songs, o stories, that bit o a tale

An gie oor thanks tae the man hissel

Grace Banks © Nov 2007

This song was written in honour of Stanley Robertson by Grace Banks.  Grace is a storyteller and singer who learned many songs from Stanley.
Exhibit 5 –Degree from Aberdeen University

Read the article about Stanley Robertson receiving a Master of the University degree.

What does that tell you about the impact that Stanley had on people?
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Exhibit 6 – Stanley's Books &  CDs  
Look at these books and Cds produced by Stanley.
What do they tell you about the impact he had on people?
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Stanley Robertson, Master of the University

n 27 November last year, an
enthusiastic party of family and
friends saw the investiture of

Stanley Robertson with the honorar
degree Master of University, in
recognition of his diverse achievements as

the

a writer, storyteller and singer, passing on
and fostering traditions of the Travelling
people. The Institute is very proud of its

association with Stanley over a number of
rs and we continue to benefit from his
abilities and
gold delivered

unrivalled
talents. Professor Tim I
the La

Stanley Roberison is a phenomenon, one
that is much, much larger than the
vou see before you. It is a phenomenon
that wells up from the ground of the
North-East of Scotland in which he was
born and raised, and carries forth the

knowledge

reation address

generations of his peaple, the Scottish
Travellers. In his ballad singing and
storytelling, in speech and song, his voice
reverberates with the voices of centuries
of predecessors. Yet thanks 1o his
performances, his writing, his educational
work and his presence on an international

lives, the dreams and the

stage, this chorus of voices — the voices of
Scotland’s Travelling People — have been
gathered together and heard in places
that earlier generations could never have
imagined. They have been broadcast on

radio and television, written in books and

Stanley Robertson, MUniy
Ingold. Phoros

with Professor Tim
Kate Suiherland.

Staniey Robertson, MUniv. with granddaughter Samantha, son Robert, daughters Gabrielle and Nicole,

articles, recorded on CDs, and even
analysed in doctoral dissertations
Stanley Robertson the phenomenon

resounds around the globe; Stanley
Robertson the man is with us here in
berdeen: it is because of the singular
unity of the phenomenon and the man that
we honour him today. He has been a
cultural ambassador of distinction for his
people, for Aberdeen, and for Scotland in
the world.

To complement Stanley Robertson’s

double CD of ballads and songs now in

pre sed to announce a
six-track DVD of Stanley singing at The
Blue Lamp in Aberdeen, recorded as part
of the ‘Jeannie’s Legacy’ film project. The
dise, filmed by director Mark van Hugten
and a crew from Pigeon Media, with the
help of the Blue Lamp’s Sandy Brown,

capures the essence and expressiveness

aration, we are pl

of Stanley’s stage presence. Through his
unique approach to singing, Stanley’s
ballads  communicate the heartfelt
emotional content of local stories, such as
“The Lady of the Drum’ or the tragedy of
the ancient ‘King’s Sister’, with a
and intensity that has
captivated audiences everywhere. On-
stage, Stanley Robertson honours a long
line of renowned Traveller singers such as
his aunt, Jeannie Robertson, and the
richness of the North-East singing
tradition, which he sees as the inheritance
of all members of the community. The
DVD  features some previously
unrecorded material and offers a valuable
visual accompaniment to the forthcoming
audio CDs. Both publications will be
available through the Institute.

Tom McKean and Sara Reith





[image: image2.png]‘NLEY ROBERTSON
X008 TO ALFORD vl




[image: image3.png]. . T ————— AN i,
‘e

\\\ )




[image: image4.png]‘Scottsh Best-Seller

tales from an Aberdeen filleter

master storyteler

Stanley Robertson

withlustations by
Eric Ritchie



[image: image5.png]STANLEY ROBERTSON

master story-teller
of the Traveller folk

pictures by
SIMON FRASER




  [image: image6.jpg]RQWN
A CAMP FIRE

A COLLECTION OF ANCIENT TALES




[image: image7.png]


  
