Evidence Sheet 1
[bookmark: _Hlk80701674]Exhibit 1 – Obituary
Read the following obituary from The Guardian Newspaper.  An obituary is written when a famous person dies, and it tells us about their life.  What does that tell you about the importance of Stanley Robertson?
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Members of the Traveller community in Scotland have been vociferous guardians of oral culture: folk songs, ballads and stories. The singer and settled Traveller Jeannie Robertson, who died in 1975, was described by the American folklorist Alan Lomax as "a monumental figure in 20th-century folksong". Among the small number of singers to whom Jeannie taught the songs directly was her nephew Stanley Robertson, who has died of a heart attack aged 69. Although he never achieved the fame of his aunt, Stanley was nevertheless a highly skilled singer, with a seemingly unlimited repertoire, and a storyteller with a prodigious memory.

Stanley was the son of William and Elizabeth. By the time he was born, the family had settled in Aberdeen, although they continued the "summer walking", when Travellers took to the road and worked in seasonal agricultural trades. The annual exodus to Alford in north-east Scotland (which inspired the title of one of Stanley's books) to work in the flax fields allowed the family to escape from the prejudice then common among the city's residents.

Stanley left school at 14 and spent almost all of his working life as a fish gutter on the quayside at Aberdeen, where he frequently entertained his colleagues with stories and songs. He also played the bagpipes in the Territorial Army's pipe band.
His maternal grandfather, Joseph McDonald, provided further inspiration for Stanley's storytelling. His fairy-tales and tales of wonder, legends, religious and supernatural stories were first published in Exodus to Alford (1988), followed quickly by Nyakim's Windows (1989), two volumes of Fish-Hooses (1991), The Land of No Death (1993) and Ghosties and Ghoulies (1994). His final collection of stories, Reek Roon a Camp Fire, was published earlier this year. He told his tales in schools and was invited to storytelling festivals in Britain and the US. Some of his stories could last up to an hour, yet he told them with confidence, never faltering or forgetting the detail.

Stanley's storytelling inspired his playwriting, including The Burkers and Scruffie Uggie, written for children. The Edinburgh Theatre Workshop performed his Jack and the Land of Dreams in 2000.

He is survived by his wife, Johnann, and children Robert, Anthony, Clifford, Dale, Gabrielle and Nicole, who all continue to sing and tell the family stories.

• William Stanley Robertson, folk singer and storyteller, born 8 June 1940; died 2 August 2009




Edited from webpage: 
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2009/oct/07/stanley-robertson-obituary




Exhibit 2 – Research Papers
Look at the following photos of various research papers that mention Stanley and his work.  These research papers are written by people who have studied Stanley's work and life to learn more about people and storytelling and singing.
[bookmark: _Hlk38188466]What does that tell you about the importance of Stanley Robertson?
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Exhibit 3 – Listings on Archive Site
Tobar an Dualchais was created so that people can listen to important recordings of stories, songs and talk about traditions.  Can you find where it says that Stanley Robertson has 379 recordings on this website?
What does that tell you about the importance of Stanley Robertson?
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Tobar an Dualchais/Kist o Riches is a collaborative project which has been set up to preserve, digitise, catalogue and make available online several thousand hours of Gaelic and
Scots recordings. This website contains a wealth of material such as folklore, songs, music, history, poetry, traditions, stories and other information. The material has been collected
from all over Scotland and beyond from the 1930s onwards.

The recordings come from the School of Scottish Studies (University of Edinburgh), BBC Scotland and the National Trust for Scotland's Canna Collection.
Please note that not all material from the School of Scottish Studies Archives is available on the website.
Examples from these collections include

« Stories recorded by John Lorne Campbell on wax cylinders in 1937

« Folklore collected all over Scotland by Calum Maclean in the 1950s

« Scots songs recorded by Hamish Henderson from travelling people in the 1960s
« Conversations recorded on Radio nan Gaidheal

Please note that the sound quality is variable on of some of the recordings due to the sound recording equipment available at the time -
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Scots recordings. Ihis website contains a wealth of material such as folklore, songs, music, history, poetry, traditions, stories and other information. |he material has been collected R
from all over Scotland and beyond from the 1930s onwards.

The recordings come from the School of Scottish Studies (University of Edinburgh), BBC Scotland and the National Trust for Scotland's Canna Collection.
Please note that not all material from the School of Scottish Studies Archives is available on the website.
Examples from these collections include

« Stories recorded by John Lorne Campbell on wax cylinders in 1937

« Folklore collected all over Scotland by Calum Maclean in the 1950s

» Scots songs recorded by Hamish Henderson from travelling people in the 1960s
« Conversations recorded on Radio nan Gaidheal

Please note that the sound quality is variable on of some of the recordings due to the sound recording equipment available at the time.

The project will ensure that Scotland's rich oral heritage is safeguarded and made widely available for educational and personal use for future generations.
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1. The Moon Shined On My Bed Last Night

Ija Date: 1953.09 — Track ID: 24306 — Original Tape ID: SA1953.198

In this song, a young woman yearns for her lover. Although her parents want her to
marry a rich old man, she refuses, saying she will wait to be wed to her lover, even if
it means living in poverty with him. She rejects all the gossip and talk about her and -

1 to 100 of 379 results

CONTRIBUTORS: Jeannie Robertson
REPORTERS: Hamish Henderson, Jean Ritchie
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Date: 1954.09 — Track ID: 33034 — Original Tape ID: SA1954.122
In this version of the ballad, Annie, the miller of Tifty's daughter, falls in love with -
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A sheed was unreal, like a reflection, and was conjured up by Lairds of the Black
Arts to deceive people.
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Stanley Robertson Photograph: Derek Ironside/Newsline Scotland
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