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Overview 

1. Contribution of science to HIV reduction 

2. Skills researchers need to work in 
international development 

3.  What the University of Aberdeen is doing 

 

 



Contribution of science to 
HIV reduction 

 



• What has science contributed to HIV 
prevention? 

• How has capacity been built? 

• What has been the impact? 

 



What has science contributed? 

• Evidence base - epidemiology 

• Behaviour change – social science 

• Female condom 

• Antiretroviral therapy 

• Pre and post exposure prophylaxis 

• Vaccine trials 

• Microbides 



Capacity building 
• Individual researchers from the South 

• Alliances, Coalitions, networks 
– Global Coalition on Women & AIDS 

– International HIV/AIDS Alliance 

– Network of African People Living with HIV and 
AIDS (NAP+)  

• Partnerships – public private, north-south 
– International Partnership against AIDS in Africa 

– African AIDS Vaccine Programme (AAVP) 

– African Broadcast Media Partnership Against 
HIV/AIDS (ABMP) 

 



What has been the impact? 



 “Science can help stop the 
disease, but science along 
cannot stop the disease.” 
 
Elton John, World AIDS Conference, 
Washington, 23 July 2012 

 



Other factors 
• Political commitment – Senegal, Uganda vs. 

South Africa 

• Not only a disease – part of the development 
agenda 

• Changes in policy – human rights approach 

• Unequal access to the benefits of science  

• Social exclusion, stigma & discrimination, 
gender inequalities remain critical  

• Commitment & funds to reach hard to reach 



Differences within country 



Differences within country 



HIV and resources 

UNAIDS, 2011 



Skills researchers need to 
work in  

international development 
 



Research mindset 
• Human beings do not behave in a vacuum 

• Recognising complexity – wicked problems 

• Single magic bullets do not work –
interdisciplinary & integrated approach 

• Thinking outside the box 

• Team work in a transdisciplinary manner 

• Commitment to: 
–  sustainable development & achievement of MDGs 

–  equity 

–  empowerment of women & girls  

–  needs of socially excluded populations 

 



Focus on 

• Politics 

• Networking 

• Context - Local solutions - listening 

• Capacity building & sustainable 
development 

• Partnerships with academia, government, 
private sector, civil society 

• Advocacy & dissemination 

 

 



What the University of 
Aberdeen is doing 



• Creation of Centre for Sustainable 
International Development 

• The Centre’s vision is to add value to existing 
work in international development through 
creating inter-disciplinary synergies between 
individual researchers and groups/Centres 
within the University and institutional 
partnerships in the UK and developing 
countries. 

 



Interdisciplinary  
teaching & learning 

 
• Cross College seminars in international 

development 

• Undergraduate interdisciplinary course in 
Sustainable International Development 
focusing on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) – creating “Global citizens” 

 



Staff teaching on course 





Context matters 



Capacity building 

• Providing opportunities to learn skills: 
– whilst at University 
 Volunteers 

 Attendance at training events 

 Participation in conferences 

– with local NGOs working in developing countries 

– through Internships & volunteering overseas 



Volunteers 

• http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sustainable-
international-
development/people/volunteers-/ 
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Training in public  
speaking 



Training in events management 

• http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sustainable-
international-development/news/641/ 

 “CSID volunteers attract 350 participants to 
International Development week (28th February 
to 4th March 2011).  
Volunteers from the Centre for Sustainable 
International Development (Laura Alvarez Giles 
and Devon Harkins) worked closely with Student 
Union Associations to put on a programme of 
activities that attracted 350 participants”.  
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Training in logical 
frameworks 



Attendance at NGO events 



Attendance at conferences 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sustainable-international-development/news/899/ 
 
 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sustainable-international-development/news/1007/ 
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Recognition for skills 

• http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sustainable-
international-development/news/808/ 
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Internships 
Benin 

Brasilia, Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Estonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Scottish Malawi Partnership, 
Edinburgh 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Cape Town, South Africa 

Tawesa, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

 



Thank you for your 
attention 
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